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Exploring the Issues
Healthy ecosystems, preservation of biodiversity; water 
management, quality; limited resources versus unlimited 
development/growth; responsible resource extraction; energy 
efficiency and alternative energy sources; environmental and human 
disasters (prevention, response, individual, and collective); environmental 
degradation and technological solutions; sustainable cities, design, urban planning; alternative 
transportation; standard of living versus quality of life; carrying capacity; energy consumption, 
carbon footprint, travel and transportation alternatives, alternative energy sources; stewardship and 
equitable sharing of natural resources; economic and environmental refugees; population increase, 
distribution, movement, migration, urbanization; politics and economics of climate change (e.g., 
impact of industrialization, responsibilities of developed/less-developed economies, Kyoto Accord; 
Arctic sovereignty); Gaia hypothesis, systems thinking, interconnectedness of human and natural 
systems, living sustainably, etc.

The environment: What is it? How does it function?  
What does it provide humans (and other species)?

 ■ Ecosystem functioning and the importance of biodiversity

 ■ The Gaia Hypothesis—Earth as a system

 ■ Services provided by the environment—water, air, food, etc.

 ■ Aesthetic, cultural, and spiritual values in nature

 ■ Attitudes toward the environment—anthropocentrism versus “deep ecology” or other belief 
systems

Our impact on the environment: How do we affect our environment? …in Canada? …
globally? What are our assumptions about our relationship with the environment?

 ■ Drivers of resource use

 ■ Impacts of economic growth, as well as overconsumption and under-consumption, on the 
environment

 ■ Carbon footprints and ecological footprints

 ■ Fossil fuel dependence, climate change—economics and politics preventing change

 ■ Resource depletion—reliance and faith in technology, resource use in moderation

 ■ Industrial agriculture



BG-3.6

Environment

 ■ Unsustainable consumption and production patterns and waste

 ■ Population growth

 ■ Disconnect between the environment and our daily lives, and between cultural and social 
perspectives on the environment and our lifestyles

Environmental Solutions and Moving Forward

 ■ Low-carbon economy, reducing dependence on fossil fuels

 ■ Sustainable cities and urban design

 ■ Innovative, clean transportation

 ■ Changing our production and consumption patterns, reducing waste throughout the product life 
cycle

 ■ Renewable energies—solar, wind, geothermal, biofuels, and other alternatives

 ■ Local food and organic, sustainable agriculture

 ■ Traditional environmental knowledge

 ■ Reconnecting to the environment and what it provides

 ■ Ways of engaging on environmental issues with different actors/stakeholders like government, 
business, and civil society (including individuals, non-profit/non-governmental organizations, and 
Indigenous communities)
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Essential Questions
Inquiry questions related to environment issues may include the 
following:

The environment: What is it? How does it function? What 
does it provide humans?

 ■ How does the environment play a part in our daily lives?

 ■ What does the environment provide us with?

 ■ Where do our resources and energy come from?

 ■ How is our economy linked to the environment?

 ■ How does an ecosystem function? What happens when we disturb a system?

 ■ How do we view our environment? What are our attitudes towards it? Does anyone ”own” the 
environment?

 ■ Does our understanding of the environment affect how we use it?

Our impact on the environment: How do we affect our environment? …in Canada? …
globally? What are our assumptions about our relationship with the environment?

 ■ How do our lifestyles affect our environment? How have our lifestyles and impacts on the 
environment changed over time?

 ■ How might economic growth affect the environment? How might a growing global population 
affect the environment? How might technology affect the environment?

 ■ What do we do in Canada that negatively affects our environment? How do our actions here 
affect the environment in other parts of the world?

 ■ What is the relationship between wealth and environmental degradation? …poverty and 
environmental degradation?

 ■ What do you feel Canada’s responsibilities are to other countries? What are our responsibilities in 
relation to stopping climate change?

 ■ What environmentally destructive patterns are we “stuck” in, and why do we have trouble getting 
out of them? …at home? …in Canada? …globally?

?
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Environmental Solutions and Moving Forward

 ■ How can we create a stronger understanding of the environment and its systems? How can we 
integrate knowledge of these systems into the way we live?

 ■ What can we do personally do to protect the environment?

 ■ What are some of the solutions we can implement now to prevent further environmental damage?

 ■ Are new technologies a solution to our environmental problems?

 ■ How do we talk about environmental issues? Who are the principal decision makers that can effect 
change?

 ■ How should government, business, and citizens be working together to change the driving forces 
that create environmental problems?

?
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